
President’s Column 
 

As summer rolls into fall and the seasons start to change, the water 

treatment industry gears up for its fall and winter season. 

For dealers, this usually means thinking about advertising ideas to 

get the sleepy winter prospects to want treatment this time of the 

year. Then there is always the end of year inventory taxes, audits- it 

just goes on and on! 

For the WQA and WQAW, this is also a busy time. Mid-year leader-

ship leading into the national convention for WQA and the state con-

vention for WQAW. 

I was once told at WQA “Mid-year is where we get the real work 

done and the convention is a big celebration of the industry.”  Some-

times I think that we, as a state association, forget that.  

This last year has seen a lot of ups and downs. We made major 

strides in getting some recognition politically and state wide. OEM’s 

were purchased by some giants in the industry leading to more potential members, technology, and respect. 

But we lost some dear friends along the way and I like to think they would be proud of the direction we are 

heading.  

I am a bit biased, but I am looking forward to this year’s WQAW Convention because my father in law, Bill 

Maher, is being honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award. We’re bringing my entire company to see this 

milestone for us.  Congratulations Bill! 

I invite all of you who either come regularly, maybe haven’t been in a while, or better yet, just coming for the 
first time, to the WQAW Convention this year on September 13th & 14th at the Kalahari Resort.  It’s a great 
way to network with other dealers, get some education with credits, and most of all celebrate what we as Wis-
consinite water treatment professionals have accomplished. 
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E-Newsletter 

• Save a tree and subscribe to an electronic 
copy of The Source newsletter. E-newsletter 
will be delivered to your email address and 

saves the WQAW paper and postage 

• To receive The Source newsletter via email 
please email:  

cheryl@capgroupwi.com  

Sam Baron 

WQAW  President  
Maher Water Corporation 

(715) 344-2900 

sam@maherwater.com 
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Voluntary Member Assessment Announced 

The Wisconsin Legislature will convene in September to address a number of critical legislative issues before 
they adjourn in February 2020. One of the most challenging issues will be on the broad topic of water. 

Democrat Governor Tony Evers has declared 2019 the Year of Clean Drinking Water.  The Assembly Speak-
er created the Water Quality Task Force that has been holding hearings across the state all year.  Both the 
Governor and Democratic legislators, and the Republican controlled State Senate and Assembly both have 
prioritized water issues that will be introduced in the legislature.  Ground water, clean drinking water, PFOA/
PFOS standards, contaminated wells, nitrates, funding and more could be included in numerous bills that are 
being drafted by members of the Water Quality Task Force as well as other legislators in both parties. 

In an urgent message from WQAW's State Capitol Team relayed that they expect these bills will be  
introduced in September and October and legislative hearings could begin in October and go until the end of 
the year.  They further expect that these proposals will be debated and voted on by the legislature in January 
and February with the Governor signing these bills as they are approved.  It’s projected this will be completed 
by the end of February when the legislature finishes its work for the year. 

The next six months are likely to be the most critical for WQAW members as these issues reach the highest 
level of legislative action unprecedented in WQAW history.   

We truly must be pro-active or be without voice or recognition in the final results of proposed and/or 
implemented rules, regulations and laws. This will not go without cost. With that being the case, the 
WQAW board has voted to support a voluntary assessment to each member. Your contribution will 
help fund current activities, as well as assist in maintaining a reasonable long-term association account 
fund balance.  At this time, this is the only assessment that’s planned and approved. 

The WQAW Board of Directors is requesting a Voluntary Assessment from members; $300 for dealers and 
$500 for manufacturers. 

Yes!  I want to support the WQAW Voluntary Assessment! 

  $300 Dealers      Check Enclosed:  Payable to WQAW 

  $500 Manufacturers    Visa  MasterCard   Amer. Express 

__________________________  _________________________________ 

Company      Name on Credit Card 

__________________________  _________________________________ 

Billing Address                    Credit Card #                                                   Exp. Date 

__________________________  _________________________________ 

Billing City, State Zip     Signature    Security Code 

       _____________________________________________________ 

        Email 
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How is Water Softener Salt Made? 

For professional water dealers, Cargill Salt offers a line of professional water 

softener salts.  Under the Pro’s Pick® brand, our top products are Dura-

Cube®, Red-Out® Dura-Cube® and Solar salt crystals.  Have you ever  

wondered how these products are made?  

Water softener salt cubes are made using an evaporation process.  Salt water or brine is 

boiled using steam, causing the water to evaporate and salt crystals to form.  The small salt 

granules are compacted together into a large sheet and shattered, breaking apart into flat, 

cube shapes. For Red-Out® Dura-Cube® salt an additive is mixed with the salt to help 

combat water with high iron content. To learn more, check out this video at https://

youtu.be/26GdCYC6HOY 

Water softener salt crystals are made from evaporating salt water in shallow, outdoor ponds. 

The sun and wind evaporate the water and leave behind a layer of salt crystals.  The salt is 

harvested, washed and dried. This high-purity salt is then packaged and ready for delivery.  

To learn more, check out this video at https://youtu.be/cqXSQm14tMQ  

WQAW's JPRA Education Begins October 10, 2019  
Prepare your Learners for the Wisconsin Journeyman Restricted Appliance License Exam through WQAW! 

The WQAW’s Installers Course and Cram Session help prepare your WI Plumbing  
Restricted Appliance Learner for the WI Journeyman Pluming Restricted Appliance exam!  

The WQAW’s Installers Course begins Thursday, October 10, 2019 and is a 7- week 
course webinar for two hours per week of interactive instruction via a webinar covering the 
topics covered on the JPRA exam. The pace of learning is slowed-down to assist the learn-
er’s comprehension on difficult topics, all in the comfort of their home computer. Home-
work is required and may be shared with the student's shop mentor to assist with training. Sessions are recorded for 
student’s future study use and not recommended for listening only. It's recommended for students to be interactive 
during the live webinar. 

The WQAW Cram Session is Wednesday, December 4, 2019 and a is great review for your learner before the 
JPRA exam!  This one-day session is a faster-paced review for learners to prepare for the exam. This session is held 
in classroom-style learning at the Comfort Suites in DeForest, WI.  The same topics covered in the Installers Course 
in 14-hours will be covered in this 8+ hour session. 

The national WQA offers a WI JPRA exam which also provides a report card to assist your learner with areas of 
concern or where they did well. This exam has been strategically scheduled to coordinate with the educational pro-
grams.  

Scheduled for Success! This new fall schedule also has been coordinated to complete all the educational sessions 
and the WI JPRA exam before the winter holidays!  

Register Today.  Online registration is found on the home page of WQAW.com Questions? Contact Cheryl Lytle 
at the WQAW office at: cheryl@CapGroupWI.com or 608.210.3303.  
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Attend the WQAW Convention at Kalahari Resort! 

Make plans to attend the 2019 WQAW Convention on September 13 & 14th at 

the Kalahari Resort in beautiful Wisconsin Dells, WI! 

WQAW Golf Tournament– Friday, September 13th at Trapper’s Turn Golf 

Course. This year the outing will be playing a 4-Some handicapped Scram-

ble– anyone can win!! Form your own group or sign up individually and 

we’ll team you up! Outing prizes will be given for top score and hole chal-

lenges. Hole-in-One, sponsored by Hellenbrand Inc., has top prize of 

$10,000.  

Wanted: Golf Hole Sponsors & Prizes– Sponsor a hole challenge during 

the outing or donate items or money for golf prizes! Please contact Cheryl 

at: Cheryl@Capgroupwi.com or 608.210.3303. 

THREE Hours of Education– Receive three hours of education on Saturday, September 14th 

from 8:30-noon. A total of 3 credits will be available for your State of Wisconsin license and .3 

credits for WQA certification. See the Schedule of Events for seminar descriptions.  

Table Top Exhibits– Showcase your company’s products and services at the WQAW Convention 

with a table top exhibit. See the Table Top Exhibit form for more information.  

 

Lifetime Achievement Award– Bill Maher, formerly of Maher Water Corporation, 

will be honored with the 2019 WQAW Lifetime Achievement Award! 

 

WQAW Membership Meeting– 8:00 AM Saturday, 

September 14th. Stay current with YOUR association and water 

treatment industry news during the WQAW’s annual membership 

meeting. Your vote is also needed for WQAW Officers and Direc-

tors.  

Early Bird Registration– Everyone registered by August 16th was entered into the Early Bird 

Drawing for a chance to win a free night at the Kalahari Resort in Wisconsin Dells! 

Don’t Delay– Make Your Arrangements Today!- More details and registration forms can be 

found throughout this newsletter.  



Congratulations to William (Bill) Maher, Maher Water Corporation, 
who will be recognized with WQAW’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award.    

Bill Maher was born and raised in Stevens Point, WI; the same year 
his parents Paul and Lydia Maher went into a business called Maher 
Soft Water Service.  The business began in Paul and Lydia’s home on 
Main Street.  The dining room became the office and the 20 x 20 foot 
garage behind their house became the shop.    Bill, his two younger 
sisters Mary and Eileen and two younger brothers Mark and Jim, all 
grew up surrounded by the water business, but it was Bill that had a 
passion for carrying on the family business. 
 

As a boy, Bill would accompany his dad on trips to the local feed mill to pick up 10 pound bags of salt which 
were used to regenerate the manual softeners of the day.  His dad was growing a portable exchange tank busi-
ness and as a teen, Bill helped out in the regeneration plant, which was still in the garage behind the house.  
Bill would ride in the truck with his dad doing routes, and as soon as he had his driver’s license, he was able to 
run routes by himself on Saturdays and after school.   
 

In 1968, while still in high school, Bill met Bonnie Pawelski at a pre-prom roller-skating party.  Bonnie attend-
ed UWSP for a time and later built a career there.  They married on June 6, 1970.  They have two daughters, 
Darcy and Danielle.  Darcy is married to Jason Bunn and Danielle is married to Sam Baron.  Darcy and  
Danielle gave Bill and Bonnie a total of eight grandchildren. 
 

After graduating college, Bill was hired by Sentry Insurance as an underwriter. Unsure of whether to accept 
this job, Bill and his father had a talk about his future in the water business.  Bill declined Sentry’s offer with 
the promise from his father that he would have first option to buy the water business when his parents were 
ready to retire.   
 

In February 1980, Bill’s father retired and Bill and Bonnie purchased the business.  The business continued to 
operate from the house and garage on Main Street until July 1990 when Bill and Bonnie built a new building 
and moved the business to the east side of Stevens Point on Hoover Road.  Lydia Maher continued to work 
part time in the family business.  In 1984, Bill opened a second location in Hazelhurst, WI and later moved 
that business to Minocqua.  
  
In 1983, Bill served his first term as President of the WQAW, a time when product approvals were first being 
mandated.  Bill successfully received the first product approval in 1984 for a whole house nitrate removal sys-
tem--a remarkable event since  this was not only a softener or filter but a health-related device.  In 1994, Bill 
served his second term as the WQAW President, as well as on the Board of Directors of the national Water 
Quality Association. 
  
In March of 2011, Danielle had that same conversation with Bill that he had once had with his father regarding 
ownership in the family business. Bill and Bonnie sold Maher Water Corporation to their daughter Danielle 
Maher-Baron and her husband Sam Baron.  The business continued to grow and in 2018, Danielle and Sam 
built a larger facility, the same year that Bill retired.   
 

The award will be presented to Maher on Friday, September 13th during the Banquet and Awards Cere-
mony at the WQAW’s Convention at the Kalahari Resort. 

WQAW’s Lifetime Achievement Award Winner: 

Bill Maher 
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Sam Baron, President 
Maher Water Corporation 

(715) 344-2900; sam@maherwater.com 

 

Erik Koglin, Vice President 
Water-Right Inc. 

(920) 572-5003; erik.koglin@water-right.com 

 

Scott Chiples, Secretary/Treasurer 

Culligan Water Conditioning - La Crosse 

(608) 781-2500; scott.chiples@culliganlacrosse.com 

 

Don Meredith, Immediate Past President  
Meredith’s Culligan Water 

(262) 878-1161; donm@meredithculliganwater.com 

 

Ken Haley 

Culligan of Tomah, WI & Winona, MN 

(507) 452-3600; ken@culliganbetterwater.com 

 

Brad Mani 
Cargill Salt 

(952) 742-9566; brad_mani@cargill.com 

 

 

 

Travis Mast 
Mast Water Technology 

(608) 348-5953; travis@mastwater.com 

 

Dan Meier 

Culligan of Rock County 

(608) 752-9211; drmeier@culliganjanesville.com 

 

Chris Richter 

christopherrichter@gmail.com 

 

Ryan Sowa 

Great Lakes International 
(262) 634-2386; ryan.sowa@greatlakesintl.com 

 

Chris Steddick 

Culligan of West Bend 

(262) 384-3449; Christopher.steddick@culliganwater.com 

 

 

WQAW Management & Legislative Team 

Cheryl Lytle, Michelle Kussow & Brandon Scholz  
The Capitol Group, LLC 

Phone: 608-244-8460  

2019 WQAW Board of Directors 
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 September 13-14, 2019  

       


