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President’s Column
For the first time in my 26 years in the water treatment industry
water has been pushed to the front of many politicians platforms.
With the formation of the legislature’s Water Quality Task Force,
Nitrate Task Force, the tens of millions of dollars ear marked for water, and Gov. Evers declaring this the “Year of Clean Drinking
Water”, we are in a position to have our voices heard!
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The new task force has been bombarded with information coming
E-Newsletter
from all sides; even some views opposing our industry. The
American Water Works Association, Wisconsin Rural Water
• Save a tree and subscribe to an electronic
copy of The Source newsletter. E-newsletter
Association, Wisconsin Water Well Association, Department of
will be delivered to your email address and
Natural Resources, Public Works Departments, County Health
saves the WQAW paper and postage
Departments, Department of Ag, along with MULTIPLE conservation groups have had and plan to have meetings with the 16 member • To receive The Source newsletter via email
please email:
Task Force.
cheryl@capgroupwi.com

As a group we will be asked if we support some of the proposed
initiatives. If we do not we will need to come up with alternatives or changes (hopefully they will ask us for
alternatives as they have done with other groups that have already met them). We will need to weigh the
options and look at all group’s stances, and we may find that groups we have historically been on the same
page with do not have a position that we agree with. As an association we will want to keep an open mind
about mirroring an idea that we agree with. The task force may see a common thread which should hold more
weight than if we go it alone on our position.
If you are in an area or situation that you feel is not going to be affected, you are wrong. The task force has
been asked to look at contamination and areas of concern throughout the state (municipal and private well).
Your help is needed to share our industry message at WQAW’s Capitol Day on April 10th! It’s so important
that the WQAW Board of Directors is picking up the tab! Register today to come to Madison for our day in
front of the Task Force and meet with your local representatives to help get our “unified” message out!

Sam Baron
WQAW President
Maher Water Corporation
(715) 344-2900
sam@maherwater.com
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Waves of Change
The Latest Legislative Updates from Regional Water Quality Associations
Complied by Amy McIntosh; Reprinted with Permission from Water Quality Products Magazine, March 2019

Wisconsin Association to Host First Capitol Day
Michelle Kussow, Partner, The Capitol Group, Lobbyist,
Water Quality Association of Wisconsin; michelle@capgroupwi.com
The Wisconsin Legislature convened the 2019 to 2020 legislature session January 7, 2019, with a slightly new
cast of characters. Republicans still have a strong majority in the assembly and Senate, but Democrats hold all
of the constitutional offices, with Gov. Tony Evers at the helm. The new bipartisan make-up will lead to disagreement on major issues such as school funding, transportation and gun control, but we are hopeful that the
two sides can come together on other issues, such as water quality.
Water issues already have been at the forefront of the new legislature with Assembly Speaker Robin Vos creating a Water Quality Task Force after reports of contaminated wells in southwest Wisconsin. Gov. Evers
included safe drinking water as a key issue during his campaign and offered a “Safe Water, Safe Kids” proposal
that focused on lead issues and included a loan program for well and lead pipe replacements.
Legislation has been introduced that would include a private well testing grant program for rural areas. In
addition, the Water Quality Association (WQAW) has been involved in a rule change through the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources to modernize and streamline rules related to well construction and sampling,
including removing state approvals for products that comply with national standards and eliminated the requirement for written approval prior to installing bacteria treatment on a private well, and replacing it with a requirement for a well compliance inspection.
With water quality issues at the forefront of the Wisconsin Legislature, WQAW will be holding a Capitol Day
on April 10th to allow WQAW members to meet with legislators to discuss these important issues. Additional
information can be found at www.WQAW.com

Register for WQAW Capitol Day ONLINE!
Be our Guest at WQAW’s Capitol Day on Wednesday, April 10 at The Madison Concourse Hotel!
It’s so important that the WQAW Board of Directors is picking up the tab. All we ask is that you register
online today!
www.WQAW.com
You’ll see registration on our home page under ‘Calendar of Events’!
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Position Paper: Wisconsin Water Quality Issues
WQAW POSITION STATEMENT: The final barrier to ensuring clean drinking water is through water
treatment systems either point of entry (POE) or point of use (POU). For most regulated and non-regulated
contaminants, certified (state approved) water treatment devices can reduce these contaminants below the
EPA guidelines.
ISSUE: Wisconsin is facing a water quality crisis: lead in municipal systems, bacterial and chemical contamination in southwest Wisconsin, high nitrate levels throughout the sandy agriculture areas, radium in
some wells and municipal systems, arsenic in the fox valley and throughout the state, and the emergence of
perflourinated compounds or PFAS.
In response to the numerous water contamination concerns around the state, Governor Tony Evers declared
2019 the “Year of Clean Drinking Water” and has earmarked $72 million in his state budget to water issues.
Legislation has been introduced in the Assembly and Senate to allocate up to $10 million toward Wisconsin’s Well Remediation Grant Program. And finally, a 15-member water quality task force has been created
in the Legislature to make recommendations based on all options.
As the state Legislature looks to address Wisconsin’s water issues, we believe water treatment systems are
integral to the safety of Wisconsinite’s drinking water and as a permanent solution to many of these water
concerns.
BACKGROUND / TALKING POINTS:
• Final Barrier Treatment is water technology installed either at the point of use (POU) where water
is consumed including: pour-through pitchers, countertop units, faucet-attached devices, underthe-sink filters, refrigerator filters and reverse osmosis technology units; or point of entry (POE)
where water enters the home: ion exchange, carbon, filtration, or whole house reverse osmosis.
•

Contaminants commonly found in Wisconsin include arsenic, copper, nitrate, lead, radium, and
volatile organic compounds (VOCs). According to the CDC, POU systems using technologies
such as reverse-osmosis, ultra-filtration, distillation, ion exchange or carbon filters will treat the
majority of these contaminants. In others, POE devices using similar technologies are needed.

Continue on next page .
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Position Paper- continued
BACKGROUND / TALKING POINTS
• Municipal Water Systems treat water to drinking water quality as defined by the Federal
Safe Water Drinking Act. However, despite central treatment certain contaminants may still
be present including pharmaceuticals and pesticides. In addition, after central treatment there
are additional points of contamination such as lead and copper corrosion, as well as cross
connections with waste. Since only a small percentage of all municipal water is used for
drinking purposes (less than 1%), and contaminants are localized to only some areas serviced by municipal systems, POU systems represent a far more focused alternative at a far
more affordable cost.
•

Forty percent of Wisconsin residents use private drinking wells that rely on groundwater
which contains natural impurities and contaminants. In addition, groundwater can be affected by fertilizers and pesticides, household and industrial waste, and storm-water drains.
Homeowners are responsible for the safety of their water and need to ensure testing is done
annually.

•

Wisconsin law requires all new wells to be tested and also after repairs or other changes to
the well. Wisconsin DNR also recommends wells are tested annually. However, materials
and recommendations from the Wisconsin DNR indicate that testing must be done by a certified laboratory with costs as much as $300 per test.

•

Wisconsin’s Well Contamination Grant Program provides grants to landowners, with specific requirements and income thresholds, to construct or reconstruct contaminated wells or
connect to an existing private or public water supply. The Well Contamination Grant Program will provide reimbursement for water treatment equipment, only if no other option is
feasible. Oftentimes in these situations, the problem is the groundwater and a well is not a
viable option. The only solution in these situations is water filtration products.

•

The costs to construct or reconstruct a well can range from $1,500 to $12,000 and does not
ensure safe drinking water. On the other hand, water treatment products range in cost and
options and can be obtained through certified water treatment professionals and usually cost
a fraction of the repairs or reconstruction costs.

•

The WQAW is made up of professional manufacturers, suppliers, and dealers who all adhere
to the WQA code of ethics. Simply stated, they are dedicated to promoting the highest principles of honesty, integrity, fair dealing and professionalism in the water quality improvement industry.

•

WQAW members are dedicated to preserving the consuming public's right to quality water
and provide will provide testing, recommendations and advise to any Wisconsinite looking
for information. In addition, WQAW seeks to be a resource for legislators as they discuss
water quality issues and to assist with constituent concerns if needed.
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Alan Mast, Obituary
Alan George Mast, 65, of Baileys Harbor, formerly of Platteville, passed away on Saturday
morning, December 29, 2018 at home with his family by his side.
Alan was born March 6, 1953 in Milwaukee, the son of the late Glenn and Elizabeth (Hahn)
Mast. Alan graduated from Lincoln High School, in the Class of 1971. He then went on to
study industrial engineering at the University of Wisconsin - Madison, then Marquette University. On January 4, 1975, Alan and Joanne Lowry were united in marriage in Madison. In
April of 2018, he and Joanne moved to Door County full time.
Alan owned and operated Mast Water Technology in Platteville for over 40 years and held a variety of roles at Hellenbrand Water in Waunakee for 19 years before he retired in April of 2018. He is a former member and chair of the outside advisory board to the University of Wisconsin Industrial & Systems Engineering Department, was the President of
the Water Quality Association of Wisconsin (WQAW) twice, and this past fall, he was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award from WQAW for his impact and contribution to the industry. He was incredibly proud of this achievement
as his father, the late Glenn L. Mast, was a recipient back in 1997, the first year that the award was ever presented.
Alan had many achievements and recognitions throughout his lifetime, but his most treasured role was family man. He
was incredibly proud of his wife, children, and grandchildren. Alan will live on forever in the hearts of his loving wife of
44 years, Joanne; two children, Tracy (Todd) Borchert of Verona and Travis (America "Meri") Mast of Platteville; four
grandchildren, Glenn, William, Audry and Elysia; sister, Cheryl (John) Zima of Brookfield; brother, Brian (Kathy) Mast
of Hayward; as well as many loving friends. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given in Alan's name to the Little
White Church in Jacksonport.

Robert Faas, Obituary
Robert J. Faas, 88, passed away at Waterford Senior Living on Tuesday, January 15, 2019.
He was born in Plymouth, Wisconsin, on June 15, 1930, son of the late William and Minnie
(Née: Pausch) Faas. Robert was united in marriage to the love of his life, the former Virginia
Feldman, on October 2, 1954. Virginia preceded him in death on July 25, 2012.
Robert was raised on the Faas family farm in Plymouth. He proudly and faithfully served his
country in the United States Marine Corps. Robert then went on to start his own business, Great
Lakes International, over 45 years ago. He loved sharing his knowledge and experiences in the
water treatment industry with his family. He received the Lifetime Achivement Award from the
Water Quality Association of Wisconsin in 2006. Robert was very happy to see his daughter,
son-in-law, and grandchildren grow the business and carry on his beloved company in Yorkville, Wisconsin. Robert
was an avid reader and loved spending time boating on the Fox River and Tichigan Lake.
Robert leaves to cherish his memory, his daughter, Diana (Martin) Egan; grandchildren, Breanna (George) Smith,
Ryan Sowa, Matthew (Jenny) Egan, Marianne (Caleb) Dickson, Molly Egan; great-grandchildren, Alice Egan, Nora
Egan, George Brown, Arrow Dickson, Kilian Dickson; sisters-in-law, Malinda (Jessie) Versch, Lois Faas; other relatives and dear friends, too numerous to mention. In addition to his wife and his parents, Robert is preceded in death
by his brothers, Leroy Faas, Donald Faas, and Eugene Faas. Robert’s services will be private in accordance with his
family’s wishes. The family would like to extend a heart-felt “Thank You” to the staff at Waterford Senior Living as
well as the staff of Allay Hospice for the love and care given to Robert and the family during this difficult time.
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WQAW Members
Thank you to the following companies who have renewed their WQAW Membership!
Membership is our most important asset for WQAW. Thank you to the
companies who have renewed or became new members in 2019.
The WQAW Member Directory will be distributed in July with the next Source newsletter, so if you haven’t
renewed, there is still time to do so and still be in the directory! If you have questions, please contact Cheryl
at Cheryl@CapGroupWI.com or call: (608) 210-3303.

Addie Water Systems Inc.

Guthrie & Frey Water Conditioning

Aqua Care Services, Inc.

Hanson Soft Water Inc.

Aquarius Water Conditioning/Kinetics

Hellenbrand, Inc.

Badger Soft Water

Huemann Water Management Inc.

Capital Water Softener, Inc.

Kaat's Water Conditioning dba Culligan of Plymouth

Clack Corporation

KH Water Specialists

Culligan of Waukesha

Kinetico, Inc.

Culligan of Burlington

Kraemer's Water Store Inc.

Culligan of Green Lake

Lynch Truck Center

Culligan of La Crosse

Maher Water Corp

Culligan of N. Fond du Lac

Marlo, Inc.

Culligan of Oshkosh

Mast Water Technology

Culligan of Pine City

Meredith's Culligan Water

Culligan of Red Wing MN

Packer City Soft Water

Culligan of Rice Lake

Rapid Soft Water Conditioning, LLC

Culligan of Rock County

Soft Water Inc.

Culligan of Shawano

Sterling Water

Culligan of Stillwater

Sterling Water Culligan

Culligan of Tomah

Sterling Water Inc. dba Culligan Water

Culligan of West Bend

Town & Country Soft Water, Inc.

Culligan of Winona

Water Doctors

Culligan Total Water Systems

WaterCare Services

Fox Water Softener, Inc.

Water-Right, Inc.

Gibson's Watercare Service

Water-Right's Clean Water Center

Great Lakes International

Zeropoint Manufacturing Co., Inc.
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WQAW Convention
September 13-14, 2019

2019 WQAW Board of Directors
Sam Baron, President
Maher Water Corporation
(715) 344-2900; sam@maherwater.com

Travis Mast
Mast Water Technology
(608) 348-5953; travis@mastwater.com

Erik Koglin, Vice President
Water-Right Inc.
(920) 572-5003; erik.koglin@water-right.com

Dan Meier
Culligan of Rock County
(608) 752-9211; drmeier@culliganjanesville.com

Scott Chiples, Secretary/Treasurer
Culligan Water Conditioning - La Crosse
(608) 781-2500; scott.chiples@culliganlacrosse.com

Chris Richter
Water Clinix of America dba Water Doctors
(262) 549-7733; crichter@h2odoctors.com

Don Meredith, Immediate Past President
Meredith’s Culligan Water
(262) 878-1161; donm@meredithculliganwater.com

Ryan Sowa
Great Lakes International
(262) 634-2386; ryan.sowa@greatlakesintl.com

Ken Haley
Culligan of Tomah, WI & Winona, MN
(507) 452-3600; ken@culliganbetterwater.com

Chris Steddick
Culligan of West Bend
(262) 384-3449; Christopher.steddick@culliganwater.com

Brad Mani
Cargill Salt
(952) 742-9566; brad_mani@cargill.com

WQAW Management & Legislative Team
Cheryl Lytle, Michelle Kussow & Brandon Scholz
The Capitol Group, LLC
Phone: 608-244-8460

